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TThe Coltsville historic district, in 
             Hartford, officially became 
Connecticut’s newest National Historic 
Landmark on October 6, when Secretary of 
the Interior Dirk Kempthorne signed off on 
the listing. The district includes the factory of 
the Colt Fire Arms Manufacturing Company, 
founded by Samuel Colt to produce the revolv-
ers he invented, as well as factory housing and 
other community buildings associated with the 
firm. 

The district is technically an expansion 
of the National Historic Landmark listing 
for Colt’s mansion, Armsmear, designated in 
1966. The broader listing expands the focus 
beyond Colt himself to include the company’s 
technological and marketing innovations 
and its ongoing leadership in the armaments 
industry after Colt’s death, as well as other 
important figures associated with the com-
pany, including Elizabeth Colt, other company leaders and 
inventors, and the thousands of employees who worked there 
over nearly 100 years. 

The National Park Service initially turned Coltsville  
down because of concerns that the factory buildings,  
which are being converted to non-industrial uses,  
had lost their historic integrity (see CPN, November/ 
December 2006). However, the agency reconsidered  
upon urging by Governor Jodi Rell, Senators  
Christopher Dodd and Joseph Lieberman and  
Representative John Larson, and after the  
nomination was revised to make a stronger  

continued on page 8

At the heart of Coltsville 
is the Armory, the huge 
factory where Colt’s fire-
arms were manufactured.

Coltsville a National Historic 
Landmark at Last
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The Armory’s eye-
catching dome was 
an example of Samuel 
Colt’s pioneering 
efforts at marketing 
his products.
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From the Executive Director

IIn the midst of growing economic  
           uncertainties, the fall has brought 
new evidence of the generosity of the 
Trust’s members and supporters. On 
September 27th the Trust presented 
Bellinis at 123, its fall fundraiser, at the 
Elizabeth R. Hooker house (1914) in New 
Haven. Former trustee Martha Alexander 
and her husband Jim opened their very 
elegant Arts and Crafts-style suburban villa 
to more than 175 guests, who were greeted 
with Bellini cocktails as they arrived in 
the house’s courtyard. Cesar Pelli, FAIA, 
honorary chair, spoke eloquently on how 
important historic preservation is to pre-
serving our sense of community and con-
gratulated the Trust for its work in historic 
preservation in Connecticut. Architectural 
historian Kate Ohno provided a history 
of Elizabeth R. Hooker, descendent of 
Hartford’s founding family and a leader in 
Connecticut’s suffragette movement, and 
her relationship with Delano & Aldrich, 
architects of the house. 

A special thank you to our event spon-
sors: Chubb & Son, Inc.; Crosskey 
Architects, LLC; Gregg Wies & Gardner 
Architects, LLC; Halloran & Sage 
LLC; Heritage Recruiting Group, LLC; 
Malvezzi Quality Construction; TPA 
Design Group; and WinnCompanies. 

Though we will have much more infor-
mation on this project in a subsequent 
issue of CPN, I want to acknowledge 

now the tremendous generosity of Jud 
Aley, president of R. J. Aley Building 
Contractor, LLC. In October, Jud sent two 
of his craftsmen to reglaze the windows 

of our office in Hamden, the Eli Whitney 
Boarding House. Cesar and George spent 
two weeks in our dirt-floored basement, 
steaming off putty and re-fitting glass 
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R. J. Aley Building Contractor, LLC, generously reglazed 
half the Boarding House’s windows in October. Here 
are Cesar and George and their handiwork
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Upcoming Meetings of the 
Connecticut Historic 
Preservation Council

December 3, 2008, at 9:30 a.m.
January 7, 2009, at 9:30 a.m.

All meetings take place at the  
Commission on Culture and Tourism,  

1 Constitution Plaza, Hartford

For more information call (860)256-2800

At the trust

The Elizabeth Hooker house in New Haven, site of the Trust’s fall fundraiser.
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

Antique Barns
 — Dutch or English —  
converted into houses.

19 Golden Harvest Road
Roxbury, CT 06783

860-355-2217
www.ecbb.com

panes in half of our 31 windows. They will  
finish the rest by mid-2009. Todd Levine, 
Preservation Services Officer, has  
documented the work in a blog at  
www.cttrust.org. Thank you, Jud, Cesar 
and George!

As with all of us, the Trust is stepping 
back to assess the impact of the current 
financial uncertainties on our opera-
tions. The Executive Committee of the 
Board of Trustees met in late October to 
review options for bringing in more earned 
income to supplement the fundraising 
benefits, membership, year-end fundraising 
we rely on. As you read this issue of CPN, 
please remind yourselves to give a gift to 
the Trust this year end. We truly appreciate 
and need your continued support.  

—Helen Higgins
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SSince the federal historic rehabili- 
              tation tax credit took effect in 
1981, tax credit programs for rehabilita-
tion of historic buildings have changed 
the landscape of preservation, says Linda 
Spencer, the outgoing administrator of 
tax credit programs in the Connecticut 
Commission on Culture and Tourism’s 
History Division—the State Historic 
Preservation Office. “No one could have 
imagined the success of these programs,” 
said Spencer. “The tax credits made pres-
ervation a player in ways it never had been 
before, in economic development and 
municipal planning. It’s been a remarkable 
change in a generation.” 

The federal program, which offers 
tax credits for approved rehabilitation of 
income-producing buildings listed on the 
National Register, has been used in thou-
sands of Connecticut projects, and gener-
ated more than $1 billion in construction. 
While there have been low periods—the 
number of projects dropped after Congress 
reduced the amount of the credit in 1986, 
and economic downturns have 
seen less activity than flush 
times—activity has been con-
stant and has touched every 
region of the state. 

The federal tax credit has 
since been joined by three 
Connecticut tax credits. The 
Historic Homes Rehabilitation 
Tax Credit, passed in 1999, can 
be used by owner-occupants of 
buildings with not more than 
four units, listed on the National 
or State registers and located 
in low-income census districts. 
More than 165 projects have 
qualified, with both individuals 
and nonprofit housing devel-
opers taking advantage of the 
program. 

The second state program 
is the Historic Structures 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit, 
approved by the General 
Assembly in 2006, which offers 
tax credits for the conversion 
of historic industrial or com-
mercial buildings to residential 
use. It can be combined with the 

Tax Credits Fuel Preservation 
an interview with outgoing adminstrator Linda Spencer

federal tax credit to increase the economic 
incentives. Finally, in 2007 the General 
Assembly passed the Historic Preservation 
Tax Credit, for mixed-use conversion of 
historic commercial and industrial build-
ings, where commercial uses can subsidize 
residential units above, which will help 
ensure the long-term viability of rehabilita-
tion projects. An additional five percent 
credit is offered for affordable housing 
units. Regulations for this tax credit have 
just been approved by a legislative com-
mittee, and the program should be up and 
running early in 2009. 

Spencer believes that Connecticut is a 
leader in tax credit programs. “The fact 
that Connecticut has two programs for 
commercial and industrial buildings is 
very significant. It really makes the state 
a model for encouraging reinvestment in 
underutilized resources. It increases the tax 
base and provides a benefit for cities, bring-
ing new life to downtowns.” 

She comments that passing the state tax 
credits wasn’t easy—each took several years 

of combined effort by nonprofits, devel-
opers, preservationists, the Connecticut 
Conference of Municipalities, and the 
State Historic Preservation Office. What 
she doesn’t mention is that passing a law is 
only part of the process. Crafting the regu-
lations that spell out how each tax credit 
will actually work can be equally difficult, 
though much less visible to the public than 
the legislative process. For instance, it has 
taken Spencer nearly a year and a half to 
write the regulations for the conversion tax 
credit. 

When asked about particularly memo-
rable tax credit projects, Spencer cites sev-
eral that have represented important devel-
opments in preservation practice. 

Washington Park, Bridgeport. This 
was a large project in a deteriorated 
urban neighborhood. A lot of buildings 
were involved, so it had a major impact. 
Many of the buildings were devastated, 
but the quality of the work was out-
standing: the buildings were meticu-

lously restored on the 
exterior and rehabbed for 
affordable housing inside. 
The project won an award 
from the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation 
in 2002 (see CPN, 
November/December 
2002). 

Bigelow factory, 
Enfield. This was a 
breakthrough project in 
the mid-1980s, vastly 
bigger than any fed-
eral tax credit project in 
Connecticut up to that 
point. Bigelow was a 
mammoth complex, long 
vacant and severely deteri-
orated. It required a lot of 
vision on the part of the 

Neighborhood Housing Services 
of New Haven, a nonprofit hous-
ing developer, has been one of 
the most successful users of the 
state homeownership tax credit. 
Fairlawn Manor is NHS’s current
project.
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developer and it required the National 
Park Service to acknowledge that not 
every building in the complex could be 
saved if the project was to be economi-
cally viable. The chief of the NPS appeal 
board visited the site and finally signed 
off on the project. This was a turning 
point, a bold project that demonstrated 
what the tax credit could do.

Cheney Mills, Manchester. The town, 
with a grant from the Connecticut 
Historical Commission, commissioned a 
feasibility study and a preservation plan, 
and then sold the mill buildings gradual-
ly to several developers, who rehabilitated 
them. It was a wonderful combination of 
tax credits and preservation planning. 

Mortson-Putnam Heights, Hartford. 
This was the first project under the state 
home ownership tax credit, and it dem-
onstrated that this characteristic Hartford 
building type, the Perfect Six, could be 
reused in the late 20th century to create 
family housing in an ownership situation.

Phoenix Building, Hartford. Phoenix 
has demonstrated a remarkable commit-
ment to its headquarters, first getting it 
listed on the National Register, under 
the exception for buildings less than 50 
years old but of outstanding importance, 
and then rehabilitating it with federal tax 
credits. From the outside, the building 
looks just as it always did, but the inside 
now functions as a 21st-century office 
building. This project points the way to 
more and more reinvestment in signifi-
cant mid-20th century architecture in  
the future. 

One of the buildings at Bigelow carpet mills in Enfield, 
before (right) and after (below) rehabilitation in the 1980s.

Phoenix Building, Hartford: rehabilitation of 
landmark mid-20th century buildings will be an 
increasingly important preservation activity in 
the future.
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continued on page 6



Tax Credits, cont’d from page 5
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Despite years of successful projects, 
Spencer reports that many developers still 
have the feeling that the standards required 
for tax credits are inflexible and require 
an approach that’s economically infeasible. 
“That’s just not true,” she says. “We work 
with developers, and usually can find a 
solution that satisfies everyone.” 

Summarizing her career, Spencer says, 
“It’s been great fun. It’s been wonderful Town: Monroe, Connecticut

Address: 112 Wheeler Road
Price: $499,900

The Charm of Yesteryear with 
all the Modern Amenities!  
Classic antique 4 bedroom colonial 
on 1.14 acres features large Living 
Room, Dining Room, Eat-in-kitchen, 
den w/built-ins, master w/full bath, 
3 fireplaces, 3 full, 2 half baths, 
finished 3rd floor w/full bath adds 
living space, many traditional period 
details, freshly painted exterior & 
meticulously maintained.

RE/MAX Exclusively listed by Joe Kapell
Right Choice The Jeff Wright Real Estate Group
  (203) 268-1118, Ext. 325
  www.rightchoicerealestate.com

to be exposed to such a wide range of his-
toric resources. I’ve enjoyed working with 
developers to encourage and facilitate their 
projects. The most rewarding thing is to 
see the results and know that you’ve had a 
small part in that.”   

For more information on preservation 
tax credit programs, visit www.cttrust.org 
and look under “Restoration Help” and then 
“Funding Directory.”  

Also visit www.cultureandtourism.org  
and look under History. 
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David Bahlman, Connecticut’s new Director of Culture

DD avid Bahlman has been  
                 appointed as Director 
of the Connecticut Commission 
on Culture and Tourism’s Historic 
Preservation and Museum Division 
and Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer, effective 
September 26. He will oversee  
the state’s historic preservation  
programs, including the operation  
of state historical museums. 

Bahlman has considerable 
experience in history and preserva-
tion, having served as executive 
director of the Foundation for San 
Francisco’s Architectural Heritage 
and the Society of Architectural 
Historians in Philadelphia. Most 
recently, he headed Landmarks 
Illinois, the statewide nonprofit  
preservation organization. 

While in Illinois, Bahlman initi-
ated the effort to preserve the Edith 
Farnsworth house, designed by Ludwig 
Mies van der Rohe and the inspiration 
for Philip Johnson’s Glass House in New 
Canaan. When the owner, Peter Palumbo, 
decided to sell the Farnsworth house, 
preservationists realized that the small but 
exquisite structure could be moved out of 
state. Landmarks joined with the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, and togeth-
er the two organizations raised $7.5 million 
in just eight weeks and bought the house. 
The National Trust took ownership, and 
Landmarks operates it as a museum. 

David Bahlman Heads CCT’s History Division

Bahlman had decided to retire to New 
England and bought a house in Suffield, 
but he quickly realized that he wasn’t ready 
for retirement. The CCT job presented an 
attractive opportunity to work in preserva-
tion in the public, rather than the private, 
sector. “I’ve worked for not-for-profits all 
my life, never in the regulatory realm. In 
the month I’ve been here I’ve been able 
to see the other side. I didn’t completely 
understand regulatory procedures before 
but now I’m beginning to see how both 
sides can work together to promote preser-
vation incentives.”

One of his first tasks has been 
to start learning his way around the 
state. Already, Bahlman finds its 
historic resources “stunning.” He 
has been especially impressed by 
Connecticut’s many historic town- 
and cityscapes. He admires the way 
that Essex has managed to encourage 
businesses in an historic setting with-
out becoming overly commercialized. 
He also has quickly recognized that 
Fairfield County towns, because of 
their closeness to New York, face 
many threats from development  
pressures. 

Bahlman sees his main job as pro-
moting and protecting Connecticut’s 
historic resources, a task that will 
be different because of the current 
economic situation. “At a time like 
this, any cultural or artistic endeavor 
runs the risk of being seen as a frill. 
The case we have to make for his-
toric preservation and the arts has 

to be more cogent and more convincing. I 
believe that preservation and art and music 
and drama and poetry all give meaning 
and shape and significance to our lives. 
Every time a culture drops these things in 
hard times they lose some of their innate 
character, their sense of meaning and sense 
of existence.” 

This situation makes the notion of  
public/private partnerships particularly 
important for Bahlman: “We can often do 
much more together than either sector can 
do by itself.”   
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argument that the conversion work, 
which is being done to the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for Historic 
Rehabilitation, substantially preserves 
the buildings’ historic appearance. 

In addition to recognizing the 
extraordinary national importance of 
Coltsville, preservationists hope NHL 
status will boost the ongoing rehabili-
tation and redevelopment by Homes 
for America Holdings LLC and move 
the site one step closer to its hoped-for 
adoption as a national park.  

TThe Coltsville Historic District  
             illustrates the important con-
tributions to the development of the 
American economy and the improvements 
in manufacturing technology made by 
Samuel Colt (1814-1862) and the indus-
trial enterprise he founded, Colt’s Patent 
Fire Arms Manufacturing Company. Colt 
is renowned for developing an efficacious 
revolver design, revolutionizing personal 
firearms by eliminating the need to reload 
until five or six shots had been expended. 
His company drew upon the technologi-
cal innovations of the firearms industry in 
New England to achieve an unprecedented 
level of mechanization and production. 
The Colt Fire Arms Company was a highly 
influential source of innovation in preci-
sion manufacturing and firearms design 
well into the 20th century. The ultimate 
success of Samuel Colt’s enterprise was due 
to his being a trail-blazing innovator in 
business organization and marketing, char-
acteristics of the company that lasted long 
after his death. 

Excerpt from the National Historic 
Landmark nomination for Coltsville

by James C. O’Connell and Bruce Clouette

As an entrepreneur, Colt put into place 
essential ingredients of the American man-
ufacturing system: an innovative product, 
advanced manufacturing techniques,  
thorough mechanization, large-quantity 
production, successful marketing and 
distribution, and adept use of patents. 
Between Colt’s death in 1862 and the 
1920s, the Colt Fire Arms Company 
attracted some of the most innovative  
talents in firearms manufacturing. Richard 
Gatling, John Browning, and John T. 
Thompson, inventors who gave their names 
to machine guns, were associated with the 
company. During both World War I  
and World War II, the Colt Fire Arms 
Company was one of the nation’s leading 
small-arms producers. 

The district not only tells the story of 
this important industrial enterprise, but 
it is an example of a planned industrial 
district, with reclaimed land, huge fac-
tory buildings, worker housing, and social 

Armsmear, Samuel and Elizabeth Colt’s mansion, was 
designated a National Historic Landmark in 1966. 

H
istoric A

m
erican Buildings Survey, 1967

Elizabeth Colt built 
the Church of the 
Good Shepherd to 
serve the people 
of Coltsville. 
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and religious buildings. The landmark 
district recalls the contributions of the 
thousands of Colt workers whose labor 
sustained the company by including the 
factory buildings in which they worked 
and the homes in which large numbers 
of Colt workers lived. The listing also 
recognizes Elizabeth Hart Jarvis Colt 
(1826-1905), who led the company for 
almost 40 years after her husband’s 
death. Elizabeth Colt is important 
because she was responsible for decid-
ing to rebuild the armory following 
the disastrous fire of 1864, she was in 
charge of the company when several 
key developments occurred (such as the 
Colt double-action revolvers and the 
association with John Browning), and 
she endowed the area with the church, 
parish house, and public park.   

To read the complete NHL nomination 
for Coltsville, visit www.cttrust.org and 
search for “Coltsville”. 
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The Colt factory buildings are being rehabbed as office  
      and residential space.

Colt provided housing to attract workers 
to an undeveloped part of the city, but 
many, particularly the best-paid, chose to 
live elsewhere. 
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new listings on the nAtionAl register

National Register listings for two of 
Connecticut’s great houses illustrate high-
style design of the 1790s and the 1950s. 

The Hatheway house, in Suffield, 
was already listed on the Register, but 
an amended nomination provides addi-
tional information about the addition 
built in 1794 and 1795, demonstrating 
that the house, now a museum owned by 
Connecticut Landmarks, is of nationwide 
significance. 

Constructed by master builder Thomas 
Hayden, of Windsor, the addition features 
the first known work of Asher Benjamin 
(1773-1845), who went on to become a 
successful architect and, more important, 
a one of the most influential architectural 
authors of the early republic. Beginning 
with The Country Builder’s Assistant in 
1797, Benjamin’s seven pattern books went 
through dozens of editions, spreading first 
Federal and then Greek Revival design 
through the country.

The addition also contains a remark-
able set of original 18th-century wallpapers. 
Intact rooms of original wallpaper pre-
served in place are extremely rare, so the 
survival of the wall paper in three rooms, 
plus the stair hall, at the Hatheway house 
is extraordinary (in the mid-20th century 
wallpaper and trim from a fifth room was 
removed to the Winterthur Museum in 
Delaware; reproductions take their place). 

The papers, manufactured by Réveillon, 
one of the foremost French wallpaper 
designers of the late 18th century, offer a 
rare glimpse into the taste of the time. 
Bruce Clouette writes in the nomination, 
“The Hatheway house demonstrates as 
few others can the architectural effect of 
wallpapered walls. The rooms are much 
more visually arresting than those with 
plain painted walls; the eye can hardly stay 
still investigating the plethora of intricate 

designs. At the same time, the papers do 
not diminish the impact of the rooms’ 
fine woodwork. But the woodwork and 
wallpaper would not be considered as sep-
arate, independent elements. They com-
plement each other; together they show 
that the house’s owner sought to display a 
high level of taste, and neither would be 
as impressive without the other.”

In New Canaan, the Noyes house was 
constructed in 1954 and 1955 by Eliot 
Noyes (1910-1977), one of five Harvard-
trained architects who settled in the town 
after World War II and made it a center 
in the development of Modern architec-
ture. Noyes built an international practice 
in architecture and industrial design. 
Working for such clients as IBM, Mobil, 
and Westinghouse, he is recognized in 

High Style, 1790s and 1950s

Wallpaper and woodwork complement each other 
at the Hatheway house, in Suffield

B. C
louette, PA
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one encyclopedia as a “leading advocate of 
the integration of product, architectural, 
display and graphic design in one business 
and industry.” 

For his own house, Noyes divided 
residential uses into two pavilions—one 
containing living-dining area, kitchen, and 
study; the other for bedrooms and bath-
rooms—connected by a central courtyard. 

Heather McGrath of Building 
Conservation Associates writes in the nom-
ination, “The house demonstrates Noyes’ 
appreciation for New England’s natural 
materials, particularly fieldstone walls. 
Though the major walls were built of local 
stone, the secondary and courtyard facades 
are primarily glass and steel, rendering the 
house decidedly Modern. In Noyes’ words, 
the house is ‘a fortress on one side and 

all glass on the other.’ The house was 
among the first to use wall-size sheets 
of glass to open up the living area into 
the outside courtyard. This allowed the 
house to blend with its environment 
and to make an unobtrusive statement 
from the exterior. With basic, rectilinear 
spaces separated by elements of function, 
the Noyes house is the ultimate expres-
sion of its designer’s concept of what an 
ideal house should be. 

“Noyes wrote in Life magazine in 
1963, ‘It is no coincidence that an archi-
tect often expresses himself most clearly 
in a house designed for himself and his 
family. As an architect, he will have 
thought a lot about how people could 
live as opposed to how they do and how 
by architectural means he could expand 
the scope and richness of live within 
the house.’ As the house built expressly 
for Eliot Noyes’ own family, the Noyes 
house stands as the perfect encapsulation 
of the architect’s structural and aesthetic 
ideal.” 

new listings on the nAtionAl register

The Noyes house, in New Canaan, is tied to the landscape by 
strong stone walls and by views through steel-and-glass walls.
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Manchester.Manchester.  Just off of I-384, the 
Case Mountain recreation area is a popu-
lar spot for hiking, mountain biking, and 
fishing for Manchester residents and oth-
ers in the region. This secluded natural 
landscape is in fact a part of Manchester’s 
industrial age, the legacy of the two Case 
brothers, inventors and paper-mill opera-
tors who bought up a large parcel of land 
around the time of the Civil War. 

In addition to the paper mills and 
their own mansions, the Case broth-
ers built ponds for water power, car-
riage paths, tennis courts, and a rustic 
lodge. The park, laid out by A. Wells 
Case, reflects the Victorian emphasis 
on healthy, leisurely pursuits that was in 
counterpoint to that industrializing era. 
The original park plan was intended to 
provide access to an otherwise natural and 
undisturbed landscape. It represents one 
of the first major land conservation efforts 
in the Hartford area.

The Town of Manchester, recognizing 
the value of these open space lands, began 
to acquire them from the Case family in 
the early 1970s. The most recent acquisi-
tion is a two-acre parcel on the southern 
shore of the Upper Case Pond, containing 
the lodge. Historian Rachel Carley has 
described the structure in her nomina-
tion for the Case Brothers-Highland Park 
Historic District, which is being consid-
ered by the State Historic Preservation 
Office:

Of particular significance is the 
c.1918 Dennison cabin, fashioned of 
salvaged timber from the Highland 
Park property at the time of the 
chestnut blight. The cabin is a rela-
tively rare and excellent Connecticut 
example of a type based on the 
lodges of the Adirondacks and other 
mountain regions where the fashion 
for “rusticating” in the wilds devel-
oped as part of a national “back to 
nature movement.” Rough stone 
and bark-covered timbers fit natu-
rally into the backwoods settings 
and enhanced the sense of adventure 
that went with “camping out.” 

Several parties have expressed interest 
in protecting and preserving this unique 
building. The Town Building Reuse 
Committee, the Manchester Land Trust, 
and other groups have explored various 
possibilities for the building’s use. The 
Town’s near-term objective is to repair the 

cabin so it can be occupied by a caretaker. 
The longer-term objective is to open the 
cabin for public use, perhaps for meetings, 
receptions, classrooms, and a refreshment 
and rest area for use by hikers, bikers, and 
others enjoying the recreation area.  

While Manchester is proud to have 
acquired this unique structure, it does pose 
challenges for the Town. Because of its age 
and construction, specialized expertise is 
needed to develop plans and raise funds for 
any necessary repairs or renovations.   

For more information, call the Manchester 
Planning Department at (860) 647-3044.

Sharon.Sharon.  A study of Christ Episcopal 
Church has revealed information about 
early masonry techniques and offers sug-
gestions for dealing with deteriorating 
brickwork. 

The church, built between 1814 and 
1819 and remodeled several times, faces the 
town green. In recent years, its brick walls 
have experienced severe deterioration. With 
grants from the Connecticut Commission 
on Culture and Tourism, the Connecticut 
Trust and the National Trust, the church 
commissioned Building Conservation 
Associates, Inc. (BCA), to determine the 
cause of the deterioration and recommend 
treatments. 

BCA found that the building had been 
constructed of soft brick that from the first 
was coated with a red lime wash, with the 
joints picked out in white. Treatments of 
this sort were not unusual at the time, and 
traces of similar coatings can be found on 
other brick buildings in Sharon. Several 
more layers of wash and paint were added 
through the 19th and 20th centuries. All 

The Case Dennison Lodge, Manchester

these coatings were removed in 1929 by a 
mechanical scraping or grinding that also 
removed the hard outer fireskin of the brick 
and left the surface grooved. Remnants of 
the colored surfaces survived in only a few 
locations. 

With its porous interior exposed to the 
weather, the bricks could absorb moisture, 
which froze and expanded, causing the 
deterioration. In addition, repairs with hard 
brick or Portland cement-based mortar 
caused additional deterioration because 
those materials had different physical  
properties. 

BCA outlines three approaches that the 
church could take: 

••  Remove incompatible newer bricks 
and mortar and replace them, along 
with other deteriorated bricks, with 
more compatible replacement materi-
als. Continue to monitor the build-
ing closely for further deterioration 
and repair as needed. This minimal 
approach is based on the basic sound-
ness of the brick, despite its deteriorated 
surface; however, BCA observes that it 
is impossible to know if the walls will 
continue to be stable.

••  Completely replace the exterior with 
custom-made new bricks matching 
the originals. This would be difficult 
and expensive, and would change the 
structure of the church from solid brick 
walls to a veneer, which would need 
careful monitoring. 

••  Return to the original concept of a pro-
tective coating. The coating would tend 
to fail before the bricks themselves, and 
could be replaced as necessary. This 
would not, however, correct the gouged 
surfaces. 
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With any of these options, BCA also 
recommends improving drainage to carry 
water away from the building, and moni-
toring existing cracks to make sure that 
they do not grow worse.  

A copy of the BCA report is on file at the 
Trust’s offices and can be viewed there. 

Around the stAte

Christ Church Episcopal, Sharont

Brick damaged by paint removal.
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Hartford. Hartford.  The Trust’s Historic 
Buildings Financing Fund reached a new 
goal in August when Pete and Jessica 
Sanderson became the new owners of 246-
248 Sargeant Street. The Sandersons were 
the first private owners to take possession 
of a house rehabbed with money from the 
fund, which provides gap funding for his-
toric rehabilitation projects.

The house, known locally as “the 
Castle,” was renovated by the non-
profit developer, Northside Institutions 
Neighborhood Alliance (NINA), and 
then sold to the Sandersons. The Trust’s 
$25,000 investment in the property is 
structured as a five-year, forgivable loan. 

The Sandersons were among four 
bidders on the property. Pete is a pas-
tor at a Hartford church as well as an 
employee of Aetna. Jess is a graduate stu-
dent in social work at the University of 
Connecticut. They were active in the com-
munity prior to purchasing the home. In 
the spring of 2008, Pete led a volunteer 
church group to help clean up and land-
scape Sargeant Street, so it is especially 
appropriate that he should now live there.  

HBFF is funded through the Trust’s 
annual allocation from the Community 
Investment Act. For more information,  
visit www.cttrust.org. 

246-248 Sargeant Street, Hartford
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the Most iMportAnt threAtened historic plAces–updAtes

Freeman houses, Bridgeport Freeman houses, Bridgeport 
(1992, 2007).(1992, 2007).  Two of Bridgeport’s 
earliest African American heritage sites 
are the focus of a new community-based 
preservation effort. The Mary and Eliza 
Freeman houses, built by two sisters on 
adjacent parcels in 1848, are the most 
visible remnants of “Ethiope” or “Little 
Liberia,” the neighborhood that was 
the center of African American life in 
Bridgeport in the 19th century.  The pro-
posed restoration of the buildings may 
finally be moving forward.

Action for Bridgeport Community 
Development, Inc., a local nonprofit 
organization, has safeguarded the two 
simple wood-frame dwellings for more 
than a decade. With support from the 
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation 
and the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation,  ABCD recently presented a 
“visioning workshop” and design charrette 
at Walters Memorial AME Zion Church 
across from the Freeman houses. More 
than fifty members of the community 
were invited to participate in the workshop 
in order to develop strategies for restora-
tion and reuse of the long-vacant Freeman 
houses. 

The workshop was guided by Elizabeth 
Brabec and Peter Kumble, directors 
of the graduate program in Landscape 
Architecture and Regional Planning at the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. As 
objective facilitators, Brabec and Kumble 
were able to capture the ideas and strategies 
put forth by the workshop participants. 

Immediately apparent was the widespread 
consensus that the Freeman houses were 
important components of Bridgeport his-
tory that should be preserved on the origi-
nal site.

Suggestions from the workshop partici-
pants included restoring the buildings for 
residential use (their original function), 
using them as a locus for community ser-
vices (as the Freeman sisters often did) or 
establishing a museum dedicated to the 
lives and achievements of Bridgeport’s 
African American residents. “These are 
wonderful ideas” said Maisa Tisdale, direc-
tor of the workshop for ABCD, Inc. “The 
community clearly recognizes the potential 
for restoration of the Freeman Houses 
to serve as a catalyst for compatible new 
development in the neighborhood.”

The viewpoints and ideas expressed at 
the workshop will be compiled in a sum-

mary report that will outline the case for 
restoration of the Freeman houses. ABCD 
hopes that widespread distribution and 
discussion of the workshop report will help 
identify key partnerships that will make 
the project a success. 

Participants at a visioning workshop for Bridgeport’s 
Freeman houses (inset), held in October
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worked on as a tradesperson or contractor. 
This experience is an absolute necessity. 
Ask what is the difference between a 200-
year-old house and a 40-year-old house. If 
an inspector says “not much” don’t use that 
inspector. Ask what publications they read. 
You should hear “Old House Journal”; it 
has helped set the standards for over 20 
years. Ask if they have attended an old-
house training session put on by one of the 
national inspection associations such as 
the American Society of Home Inspectors 
(ASHI). I have taught such training ses-
sions for ASHI. Ask what is the last techni-
cal article or book they have read on an 
historic building topic. If the inspector 
cannot remember one I would wonder if 
he was keeping up with new developments. 
Then ask each one for a list of 20 200+ 
year-old houses they have inspected at least 
two years ago, along with each owner’s 
name and phone number. Call every one 
of the owners and ask how long they have 
been in the house. If they have been there 
at least two years ask how many defects 
the inspector missed. Do this for all three 
inspectors and keep score. 

Source for Old-house Source for Old-house 
ProductsProducts
I am seeking a source for items such as 
embossed tin ceilings, reproductions of door 
hardware, decorative metal, mantel and door 
frame carvings etc. Is there any catalog that 
would contain such items? 

You need the Old-House Journal’s 
Restoration Directory. It lists over 1,500 
suppliers of products and services for 
homes built from 1750 to 1940 and for 
new homes built in the traditional manner. 
[(800) 850-7279, ext. 101, $14.95]

www.msjoyners.com

John Leeke is a preservation consultant who helps hom-
eowners, contractors and architects understand and 
maintain their historic buildings. You can contact him 
at 26 Higgins St., Portland, Maine, 04103; or by  
E-mail: johnleeke@HistoricHomeWorks.com;  
or log onto his website at: www.HistoricHomeWorks.
com © Copyright 2005 John Leeke

Norwich State Hospital, Norwich State Hospital, 
Preston (1993).  Preston (1993).  The former hospital 
once again faces an uncertain future, since 
the town of Preston cut off negotiations 
with its preferred developer, Northland 
Investment Corporation, on October 1.  

The Massachusetts-based Northland 
proposed a mixed-use development with 
hotels, golf course, spa, marina, hous-
ing, and retail for the 419-acre property, 
which is listed on the National Register. 

Preston has until January 5 to exer-
cise its right of first refusal on its portion 
of the property, but the small town can-
not afford to do so without a developer 
in place. Otherwise, decision making for 
the site will revert to the state. 

One problem between Preston and 
Northland was environmental cleanup. 
Even though the state used the site for 
decades, it has required that cleanup 
be done by any purchaser. This bur-
den, along with the poor condition of 
the buildings—the result of the state’s 
neglect during the protracted divestment 
process—has made marketing the site 
much more difficult.  

Norwich State Hospital buildings continue to decay.
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More on Bricks and MortarMore on Bricks and Mortar
I read with great interest your recent article on lime mortar. I am 
currently beginning brick restoration on a 1794 Georgian house 
using soft brick in a Flemish bond pattern. The whole house needs 
to be repointed. One chimney will be removed and repaired with 
new hand-made brick. Are there any hand-made brick suppliers?  
I am also having difficulty locating the soft Type “O” mortar mix. 
   — Steve Hudock, Prospect Hill Bed & Breakfast, 

Gerrardstown, West Virginia

One of the following companies may be able  
to make brick to meet your needs:

Old Carolina Brick Company
475 Majolica Rd., Dept. HHW
Salisbury, NC  28147
(704) 636-8850

Bend Industries, Inc.
11412 W. Brown Deer Rd., Dept. HHW
Milwaukee, WI  53224
(800) 462-9192

Glen-Gery Brick
Box 7001
1166 Spring St., Dept. HHW
Wyomissing, PA 19610
(610) 374-4011

You will have to mix your own Type “O” mortar from the 
basic ingredients: cement, hydrated lime and sand, which are 
readily available at most masonry suppliers. As you prepare 
your brick walls for repointing be sure to rake the old mortar 
out of the joints to a depth that is 2 to 3 times the width of the 
mortar joint. Wash the joints out with water to clean them and 
to dampen the masonry so moisture is not drawn out of the 
new mortar before it has a chance to cure properly. For more 
details on repointing read Mark London’s book, Masonry, pub-
lished by The Preservation Press in 1988.

Old-House InspectorsOld-House Inspectors
I will be looking at a rural Virginia property that is for sale and 
would like some advice for what to look for as far as structural 
integrity. The property consists of a hundred acres and a 200+ year 
old two story two-over-two frame house. The house is some distance 
from the road and from what I can tell, appears to be pretty stable 
(no sagging roof line or separating chimneys). What questions should 
I ask a potential home inspector to make sure they are properly 
qualified to analyze the condition of such an old house? —Kristin 
Worsham, Lynchburg, VA

Consider at least three inspectors. First, interview the inspec-
tors. Ask them how many old houses they personally have 
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