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Among the 90,000 places listed on the National Register 
         of Historic Places, less than ten percent are dedicated 
to people of color, said Brent Leggs, Senior Field Officer for 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, speaking at the 
Dixwell Congregational United Church of Christ, in New 
Haven, in November. The event was organized by the New 
Haven Preservation Trust and the State Historic Preservation 
Office. “This is an inequity that we have to correct,” he urged. 

Mr. Leggs introduced his talk by tracing his own develop-
ment as a preservationist, a story that included childhood 
experiences of unconscious bias and a random conversation 
that convinced him to pursue graduate studies in preserva-
tion. Participation in a survey of Rosenwald Schools—

a collaboration by Booker T. Washington and Sears Roebuck 
president Julius Rosenwald to construct schools for African 
American children throughout the South—was a transforma-
tive moment. “Booker T. Washington’s vision for uplifting 
the black community through education affected my life,” 
said Mr. Leggs.

Brent Leggs of the National Trust for Historic Preservation 
speaking in New Haven

New Haven Preservation Trust
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Each New Year brings a time for 
          reflection and forward-looking 
opportunities. In that spirit, the 
Connecticut State Historic Preservation 
Office is excited for 2018. As you know, 
the SHPO office has been diligently 
putting together a five-year strategic plan 
that will be released later this year. We 
are enthusiastic about aligning our work 
with this plan, and so we are seizing this 
opportunity to also reevaluate what we do 
and why. This includes improving our grant 
programs to reach more of our constituents 
across the state and simplifying and stream-
lining our environmental review process to 
better serve state and federal agencies. 

We have also started planning our 
next statewide preservation conference. 
The theme of the conference is Shared 
Stewardship, which is meant to explore ways 
that communities, governments and advo-

Statement from 
Kristina Newman-
Scott, Director 
of Culture and 
State Historic 
Preservation Officer

cates can reinforce existing partnerships 
and build new connections that enhance 
our state through historic preservation. We 
hope that you will be able to join us on 
May 16, 2018, at the Sheraton Hartford 
South in Rocky Hill. Don’t forget to save 
the date!

Finally, we are pleased that the recently 
passed tax reform legislation retained the 
20 percent federal historic rehabilitation tax 
credit (see page 9). We thank everyone that 
took the opportunity to let your representa-
tives know how important this program is 

to communities. Its retention demonstrates 
that historic preservation is valued. SHPO 
looks forward to combining the effective-
ness of the state tax credit with the federal 
tax credit to leverage millions of dollars for 
preservation projects throughout the State. 

My staff and I want to wish everyone 
a happy a happy New Year and we look 
forward to working with you in the coming 
year!

Staff of the State Historic Preservation Office, left to right: Catherine Labadia, Todd Levine, Mary Dunne, 
Julie Carmelich, Elizabeth Shapiro, Kristina Newman-Scott, Alyssa Lozupone, Doug Royalty, Marena 
Wisniewski, and Jenny Scofield.
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State Historic Preservation Office

Upcoming Meetings
Connecticut Historic 
Preservation Council

February 7, 2017 at 9:30 a.m.
Conference call

To participate contact Liz Shapiro
(860) 500-2360; Elizabeth.Shapiro@ct.gov

———————
March 7, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.
at the State Historic Preservation Office, 

Department of Ecconomic and 
Community Development 450 Colubus 

Boulevard,  Hartford, Connecticut

———————
State Historic Preservation Board

March 23, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.
450 Colubus Boulevard,  
Hartford, Connecticut

For more information 
call (860) 500-2343

News from the State Historic Preservation Office
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From the Interim Director
other preservation projects. See more about 
this property in the Historic Properties 
Exchange on page 16. 

January also means the start of the 
legislative session. The Board’s legislative 
affairs committee, newly chaired by Elaine 
Stiles of Old Lyme, is making plans for 
the Trust to have an effective presence at 
the Capitol this year. One of the major 
legislative issues facing preservation in 
Connecticut will be continuing to protect 
the Community Investment Act, which 
provides funding for historic preservation, 
affordable housing, farmland protection, 
and open space acquisition through a fee 
levied on all land-record filings. The CIA 
made it through last year’s difficult budget 
negotiations nearly intact, but we continue 
to work with our partners to demonstrate 
the importance of this dedicated account. 

Another important issue will be a push 
to raise the annual cap on Connecticut’s 
historic rehabilitation tax credit program. 
The tax credits are small, but they provide 
a needed incentive to level the playing 

field between new construction and reusing 
historic buildings. They’re also very popular: 
in recent years, the entire annual allotment 
of $31.7 million has been reserved in the first 
half, or even the first quarter of the year. 
The need clearly is there. And the tax credit 
is a sound investment, too. It can provide the 
final leverage to bring a big project to frui-
tion, returning vacant or underused proper-
ties to full use, enriching local tax rolls, and 
transforming the reputation and livability 
of entire neighborhoods through a well-
documented ripple effect. With the future 
viability of the federal historic rehabilitation 
tax credits in question, the state credits are 
more important than ever. 

As the session continues, you can follow 
developments through the Trust’s Facebook 
page and Twitter feed, through the email 
blasts we send to our members, and through 
the activities of our partners Connecticut 
Preservation Action (ctpreservationaction.
org) and the Connecticut Places Coalition 
(ctplaces.org). We hope you’ll join us in 
advocating for Connecticut’s historic places 
with your legislators.   

   —Jane Montanaro
   jmontanaro@cttrust.org

Happy New Year! I hope your  
             holidays were happy and that 
you’re looking forward to 2018. 

The Connecticut Trust received a very 
attractive end-of-the year gift, a beautiful 
18th-century house in East Hampton. 
Located on Haddam Neck Road in a rural 
part of town, the single-family house prob-
ably was built between 1750 and 1775. 
The late owner, Violet T. Murphy, left the 
house to the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. However, the National Trust, 
with no staff in the area, wasn’t prepared 
to deal with the house, and suggested 
it go to the Connecticut Trust instead. 
We’re planning to do some cleanup and 
minor repairs, research its history more 
thoroughly, and nominate it to the State 
Register of Historic Places. Then we will 
offer the house for sale, with a preservation 
easement to help make sure it will last for 
another two hundred years. The proceeds 
will go into the Connecticut Trust 
Revolving Fund, to provide financing for 

Correction
Through an editing error the  
November/December issue of  
Connecticut Preservation News  

reported the wrong web address for  
the new website 

Mills: Making Places of 
Connecticut

The correct address is
connecticutmills.org

At the Trust
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Preserving and Celebrating African American Historical Places, cont’d from page 1

Later, while living and working in 
Boston, Mr. Leggs walked every day past 
the African Meeting House, built by free 
blacks in 1806 and a frequent meeting 
place for leaders of the abolitionist move-
ment, black and white. “It made me ask…
how can I contribute to a more just and 
equitable nation?”

The answer has been a commitment to 
using preservation to uncover the hidden 
history of African Americans, and particu-
larly to using historic sites connected with 
African Americans to focus on activism, 
achievement, and architecture, rather 
than slavery and victimization. Mr. Leggs 
argued that for too long when historic pres-
ervation has recognized African Americans 
it has done so through stories of slavery 
and oppression. He traced this in part to 
early preservationists’ focus on historic sites 
from the colonial and Revolutionary eras, 
when almost all African Americans were 
enslaved, and even that story was barely 
represented.  

Mr. Leggs described several projects 
undertaken by the National Trust that 
illustrate activism, achievement, and archi-
tecture related to African Americans in the 
United States.  

One site of activism is the A. G. Gaston 
Motel in Birmingham, Alabama. Built in 
the 1950s, the motel was one of the city’s 
most prominent black-owned businesses. 
In 1963, when the civil rights movement 
converged on Birmingham, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and other leaders planned 
demonstrations and held press conferences 
at the motel. National and local groups are 
now working to rehabilitate the long-vacant 

motel, listed on the National Register and 
a part of the federal Birmingham Civil 
Rights National Monument, as an educa-
tional center dedicated to civil rights. 

Villa Lewaro, in Irvington, New York, 
is a monument to the achievements of 
Madam C. J. Walker, America’s first female 

self-made millionaire. Born Sarah Breedlove 
in post-Civil War Louisiana, Madam Walker 
founded a cosmetics company that trained 
and employed nearly 23,000 workers. 
In 1916, she began construction on the 
lavish mansion where she hosted Harlem 
Renaissance figures such as Zora Neale 

 

Dixwell Congregational United Church of Christ, New Haven

C. Wigren
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Preserving and Celebrating African American Historical Places, cont’d from page 1

Hurston, W. E. B. DuBois, and Langston 
Hughes. The current owners, Ambassador 
and Mrs. Harold E. Doley, Jr., have donated 
a preservation easement on the property 
(a National Historic Landmark) and are 
exploring future uses that go beyond the 
traditional house museum model. 

A significant work of architecture is 
Founders’ Library at Howard University 
in Washington, D.C., completed in 1939 
to designs by Albert Cassell, an African-
American architect who later became head 
of the university’s Architecture department. 
The design was modeled on Independence 
Hall, a symbolic statement about the 

importance of education for personal 
independence. In addition to the library, 
the building originally housed Howard’s 
law school where Thurgood Marshall and 
others plotted the legal strategy for desegre-
gating public schools. The National Trust 
is working with Howard to develop a pres-
ervation plan for upgrading the building 
to meet modern educational needs. The 
project will be a model for campus preser-
vation at other historically black colleges 
and universities. 

 

continued on page 18

A New Resource for Historic 
African-American Sites 

In November, the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation announced the launch 
of its new African-American Cultural 
Heritage Action Fund, a multi-year nation-
wide initiative. 

According to the Trust’s website, the 
mission of the fund is “to draw attention to 
the remarkable stories that evoke centuries 
of African-American activism and achieve-
ment, and to tell our nation’s full history.” 
The fund will support advocacy for and 
provide grants to African-American historic 
sites. It also will support HOPE Crews 
(Hands-On Preservation Experience), a 
program to train young people in preser-
vation crafts through hands-on work at 
publicly owned historic sites.

For more information, visit  
https://savingplaces.org/tellthefullstory.  

Villa Lewaro, Irvington, New York Library of Congress, Historic American Buildings Survey

A. G. Gaston Motel, Birmingham, Alabama

Library of Congress, Carol M. Highsmith Archive

Mr. Leggs sees initiatives like these as 
ways of broadening the preservation move-
ment “to showcase the full contributions 
of African-Americans to our nation.” The 
goal, he said, is to strengthen civic identity 
and ensure that “everyone sees themselves 
in the historic places that surround us.” 

Mr. Leggs consciously did not include 
historic African-American places in New 
Haven or Connecticut in his talk. Instead, 
he challenged the audience to take up the 
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Remembering Vincent Scully

The Connecticut Trust mourns the  
         passing of Vincent Scully on 
November 30. Historic Preservation owes 
much to the legendary architectural histo-
rian and critic who died in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, at the age of 97. A native of New 
Haven, Scully attended Yale University and 
taught there from 1947 to 2009. He served 
on the Trust’s board from 1977 to 1984.

Scully’s doctoral dissertation, completed 
in 1949 and later published as The Shingle 
Style, represented an early appreciation of 
late-Victorian architecture, although that 
appreciation was based on ways that he 
saw Shingle Style houses as precursors to 
the Modern Movement of the mid-20th 
century. In later works, Scully increasingly 
questioned Modernism, in part because of 
the devastation wrought by urban renewal 
on his beloved New Haven. His increasing 
enthusiasm for traditional neighborhoods, 
communicated to his students, nourished 
the broadening preservation movement as 
well as the New Urbanist school of urban 
planning.  

In an age when preservation has grown 
increasingly technical and promotes itself as 
a tool for economic revitalization, Vincent 
Scully’s career offers a reminder of the 
importance of personal attachment and 
passion in creating appreciation for historic 
places as the first step in preserving them. 
Though he never actually fell off the stage 
while lecturing, as legend has it, anyone 
who has heard him speak, or read any of his 
books or articles, knows without a doubt 
that he cared passionately about architec-
ture as the art of making places that are not 
only accommodate human activities, but 
ennoble them. He memorably summarized 
the effect of the demolition of New York’s 
great Pennsylvania Station this way: “One 
entered the city like a god. Now you scuttle 
in underground, like a rat.” 

Scully’s great gift was that he could 
awaken that passion in others, too. His 
architectural history survey class had to be 
held in Yale’s largest auditorium because 
it drew so many students. And not just 
architects—as the architecture critic Paul 
Goldberger wrote in Architectural Record, 
“he didn’t teach students in the Yale School 
of Architecture how to design buildings. 
He spent his career in Yale’s art history 

department, where he taught students how 
to appreciate them. That was the key to his 
vast sphere of influence: he didn’t speak 
only to architects, but to everyone.”

The Connecticut Trust was fortunate 
that Scully served on its Board and took 
part in other programs. In 1990, he spoke 
at a Trust Conference on “Employers 
and Housing: Legacies, Models, and 
Trends.” Later that year, he wrote “The 
automobile is a destroyer,” for CPN as the 

Trust launched its campaign to ensure the 
preservation of the Merritt Parkway. In 1994, 
he introduced the New Urbanist architect and 
planner Andrés Duany as a keynoter at another 
Trust conference. Several of these appearances 
were at the behest of his wife, Catherine Lynn, 
the Connecticut Trust’s former Director of 
Education. On behalf of the people and places 
of Connecticut, we offer her our thanks and 
our condolences.  

—Christopher Wigren  

The late architectural historian and preservationist Vincent Scully (left) with architect and 
planner Andrés Duany, at a Connecticut Trust conference in 1994.

Bryan Clark Green
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continued on page 14

The four places recently listed on the  
         National Register of Historic Places 
in Connecticut include a Colonial/Federal 
house in New Canaan with well documented 
enslaved African-American inhabitants, 
two urban neighborhoods, one of them 
an expansion of an already-listed district, 
and a small-town center. Listing not only 
provides recognition, it makes places eligible 
for certain federal and state programs and 
incentives such as rehabilitation tax credits, 
to help in their preservation. 

The Abijah Comstock house was built 
about 1770 in New Canaan. An unusual 
level of documentation provides informa-
tion about the family’s slaves in the 18th 
century. Unlike many other households, we 
know the slaves’ names: Dover, Belinda, 
Cesar, and Rose; we know about Cesar’s 
belongings through his will (including more 
than a dozen books as well as silver buttons, 
buckles, and spoons); and we know that 
Rose was emancipated in 1797. The story 
continues through the 1820s, but by the 
census of 1830 there were no longer any 
enslaved inhabitants on the property. 

Consultant James Sexton writes in the 
nomination, “The Comstock family’s history 
of slave ownership highlights the way in 
which slaves were used in Connecticut. 
Unlike areas where a plantation system 
deployed substantial numbers of slaves, 
Fairfield County’s slave owners used a small 
group of slaves to supplement their family’s 
own labor within the house and in the fields. 
The smaller number of slaves meant that 
they would have lived in the same house as 
their owners. This proximity is thought to 
have fostered a stronger relationship between 
slave owners and their slaves.” 

In New Haven, the Orange Street 
historic district was listed on the National 
Register in 1985 as a cohesive surviving 
example of a middle-income residential 
neighborhood. It was developed between the 
1830s and the early 1900s in response to the 
city’s emergence as southern New England’s 
foremost industrial and population center. 
The district now has been expanded to 
incorporate adjacent areas that experienced 
similar growth and development during the 
same period. 

Among the forces that drove develop-
ment in the Orange Street area were 
increased manufacturing, including the 
Marlin Fire Arms Company, established 
just outside the district in 1870, and 
the installation of a streetcar system 
beginning in 1860, which allowed 
development to spread farther from 
the downtown and other centers of 
employment. As in the existing district, 
residents were primarily middle-class 
industrial workers, skilled laborers, 

builders, middle-management businessmen, 
and shopkeepers. They were native-born 
and immigrants. 

As in the original district, the expanded 
district’s architecture is almost entirely 
single- or multi-family residential and of 
frame construction. Despite unsympathetic 
alterations, particularly vinyl siding, the 
historic form, orientation, and character of 
the buildings remains readily apparent. 

Lindsay Hannah

Orange Street historic district extension, New Haven

 James Sexton

Abijah Comstock house, New Canaan

New Listings on the National Register of Historic Places
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CONNECTICUT PRESERVATION AWARDS  ▪  2018 
The Connecticut Trust’s Preservation Awards recognize outstanding achievements in protecting and nourishing   
Connecticut’s significant buildings, landscapes and communities. Awards will be presented in April or early May.  
 
Connecticut Preservation Awards honor exemplary efforts in the preservation and enhancement of historic 
places throughout Connecticut, including: 

• significant efforts in the restoration, preservation or adaptive use of historic resources 
• steady, consistent stewardship of historic places over time 
• excellence in sustainability of historic places 
• effective leadership in preservation 
• young preservationists who demonstrate involvement, achievement, or potential—the Mimi Findlay Award 

 
Any individual, organization, or project involved in historic preservation in Connecticut is eligible to receive a  
Connecticut Preservation Award. Nominated projects must have been completed since January 1, 2013.  Nominations 
must be made by members of the Connecticut Trust. Trustees and staff of the Connecticut Trust are not eligible for 
awards during the period of their active service.  
 

 
NOMINATION PROCEDURE 
 
For forms and further information, visit www.cttrust.org or call (203) 562-6312 
or email cwigren@cttrust.org.   
 
Nominations must be received by 4:00 p.m. Friday, February 9, 2018.   

ConneCtiCut Preservation news, January/February 20188

In December, the Connecticut Trust’s  
     Board approved seven Maintenance and 
Repair Grants, totaling $50,000. The grants, 
funded through the Community Investment 
Act, provide money for small projects to 
maintain or restore historic buildings. This 
year, they were targeted to historic religious 
buildings. The Trust received 41 pre-
applications from organizations in 35 towns 
or cities, requesting a total of $535,185. 

Brooklyn, Unitarian Universalist Society: 
$10,000 for exterior repairs and drainage 
improvements to the Brooklyn meeting 
house (1771, NR).

Hartford, Liberty Christian Center: 
$10,000 for repairs and reroofing of the 
sanctuary, originally built as Horace Bushnell 
Congregational Church (1914; NR). 

New Haven, Mount Gideon Faith 
Fellowship Church: $9,000 for roof repairs 
to its building, originally the Summerfield 
Methodist Church (1891; NR)

New Haven: Trinity Lutheran Church 
(1870; SR): $4,000 for repairs to the tower 
and steeple. 

Norfolk, Church of Christ: $3,500 for 
repairs to stained-glass windows in the Battell 
Chapel (1888, NR).

Norwalk, Canaan Institutional Baptist 
Church (originally Beth Israel Synagogue, 
(1906; NR): $10,000 for repairs to stained-
glass windows.

Windsor, Grace Episcopal Church: 
$3,500 for reroofing of the Tuttle House 
(1865, NR). 

For more information about the 
Connecticut Trust’s Maintenance and 
Repair Grants, visit www.cttrust.org. 

Canaan Institutional Baptist Church, Norwalk

Tod Bryant

Funding for Preservation

Maintenance and Repair Grants
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Since 1978, the Federal Historic  
        Rehabilitation Tax Credit program 
has made possible the reuse of hundreds 
of historic Connecticut buildings. The 
program offers a 20-percent credit for the 
certified rehabilitation of historic buildings 
listed on the National Register, helping to 
overcome factors that favor new construc-
tion over reusing older buildings. 

Between 2001 and 2013, 95 tax-credit 
projects were completed in Connecticut, 
with $106 million in credits making 
possible $638.7 million in development 
expenditures. Preliminary figures for the 
2016-2017 fiscal year show 17 completed 
projects with $143,864,904 in qualified 
expenditures. (Not every expenditure qual-
ifies for the credits, so actual investment 
made possible by the program is higher.)

Over the years, conservatives and 
liberals have supported the credit for its 
ability to stimulate private investment. 
Most important, tax credit projects consis-
tently foster additional development around 
them. In 2014, a study by the economic 

Federal Tax Credits Saved 
But Changes Ahead for Valuable Program

consulting firm Place Economics docu-
mented this ripple effect and concluded, 
“The federal historic tax credit isn’t just 
about transforming historic buildings 
within their four walls—it is about trans-
forming communities.”

As Congress considered tax legislation 
in the fall, the future of the federal tax 
credit seemed uncertain. In November, the 
House of Representatives passed a bill that 
eliminated the credit. After considering a 
proposal to reduce the credit to 10 percent, 
the Senate passed a version in December 
that kept the credit at 20 percent, but 
spreads it out over five years. 

As CPN goes to press before Christmas, 
Congress is preparing to vote on a final bill 
that adopts the Senate proposal. Barring 
any last-minute changes, the federal 
tax credit will continue to be available. 
However, its value as a preservation tool 
may be lessened. Spreading the credit out 
over five years, along with reductions in 
corporate and other taxes may make the 
credit less attractive to investors. 

The tax bill also eliminates another 
preservation tool, the so-called “non-
historic” tax credit, which offers a 
10-percent credit for rehabbing buildings 
built before 1936 and not listed on the 
National Register. Less rigorous and much 
simpler to use than the 20-percent credit, 
the non-historic credit had its place in the 
menu of funding options for preservation. 
Whatever the outcome for the federal 
credit, Connecticut’s state rehabilitation tax 
credit remains important for stimulating 
revitalization and investment. While the 
state credit enjoys broad support, it reaches 
its annual cap of $31.7 million earlier 
each year. Preservationists plan actively to 
promote raising that cap in the upcoming 
legislative session.  

For updates, follow the Connecticut Trust  
on Facebook and Twitter. To sign up for 
email reports, visit the Trust’s website at 
www.cttrust.org. 

Federal historic rehabilitation tax credits helped make possible the renovation of the 
Roosevelt Mill in Vernon, which received a Connecticut Preservation Award in 2016. 

Joseph Vallone Crosskey Architects

A tax credit project currently under construction is the Cherry Street Lofts 
in Bridgeport. 

Funding for Preservation

34000 CPN_Jan_2018.indd   9 12/28/17   12:43 PM



ConneCtiCut Preservation news, January/February 201810

News from Around the State

Briefly Noted
David A. Case, Jr., Avon Congregational Church

Avon.  
The Avon Congregational Church (1819; NR*) 
will be able to make repairs or reconstruct its 
meeting house in case of destruction or damage, 
thanks to measured drawings prepared by a 
church member. Chester A. Case, Jr., a retired 
engineer with an interest in architecture, 
prepared the drawings in 1993. He spent months 
recording the Federal-style building, from its 
plan and dimensions to ornamental details, and 
even the timber frame. The congregation has 
submitted the drawings to the Historic American 
Buildings Survey, a federal program that docu-
ments historic buildings, and they will be posted 
on the Library of Congress’ website; copies also 
were given to the Town and the Avon Free Public 
Library. 

Bridgeport.  
Exact Capital Group, a New York-based development company, has 
signed an agreement with the City of Bridgeport to renovate the 
long-vacant Majestic and Palace theaters and the Savoy Hotel (1921; 
NR). Located at the northern end of downtown, the twin theaters 
hosted movies and vaudeville; the hotel built above their lobbies was 
intended primarily for performers and others associated with the 
theaters. The City has owned the building in the 1990s. Although 
plans have not been finalized, the Connecticut Post reports that 
one of the theaters is to be a performing arts venue and the other a 
banquet or ballroom facility. In addition, Exact plans two high-rise 
apartment towers across the street. The agreement gives Exact one 
year to put together financing for the first phase. 

Litchfield.  
In November U.S. District Judge Janet Hall 
ruled that Chabad Lubavitch of Litchfield 
County may build an addition onto an 
historic Litchfield house (1870; NR, LHD) 
for its synagogue. The town’s historic 
district commission turned down the plans 
in 2007, saying the proposed addition was 
too large and out of character with the 
historic district. Chabad sued, claiming the 
commission illegally restricted its practice 
of religion. The ruling now allows an addi-
tion, but it requires Chabad to eliminate a 
rabbi’s apartment from the plans, reducing 
the size of the structure. The commission’s 
attorney, James Stedronsky, told newspapers 
the commission would abide by the ruling. 
He pointed out that the commission said 
in 2007 that it would consider a proposal 
for a smaller addition, but Chabad never 
submitted one. 

Connecticut Trust Circuit Rider
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In November U.S. District Judge Janet Hall 
ruled that Chabad Lubavitch of Litchfield 
County may build an addition onto an 
historic Litchfield house (1870; NR, LHD) 
for its synagogue. The town’s historic 
district commission turned down the plans 
in 2007, saying the proposed addition was 
too large and out of character with the 
historic district. Chabad sued, claiming the 
commission illegally restricted its practice 
of religion. The ruling now allows an addi-
tion, but it requires Chabad to eliminate a 
rabbi’s apartment from the plans, reducing 
the size of the structure. The commission’s 
attorney, James Stedronsky, told newspapers 
the commission would abide by the ruling. 
He pointed out that the commission said 
in 2007 that it would consider a proposal 
for a smaller addition, but Chabad never 
submitted one. 

  Mansfield.  
The Mansfield General Store (1886; NR, 
LHD), boasts a fine two-story porch, a 
feature common to many 19th-century 
country stores. Last summer, the town 
building inspector said the porch was 
unsafe—the support piers had deteriorated, 
causing the porch to pull away from the 
building. In addition, some of the struc-
tural members were inadequate. When 
the owners said they couldn’t afford to 
make repairs, the official ordered the 
porch removed. With leadership from the 
Mansfield historic district commission and 
a mini-grant from the Connecticut Trust, 
Cirrus Structural Engineering of Columbia 
drew up a scope of repairs, and Black Sheep 
Post and Beam of Colchester did the work 
for what the owners could pay. 

 *NR =  National Register of Historic Places
   SR =  State Register of Historic Places
LHD =  Local Historic District

Connecticut Trust Circuit Rider

Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation
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G. Farmer

Milford.   
Local preservationists are appealing a devel-
oper’s plans to build a 44-unit apartment 
complex on Prospect Street in the River 
Park National Register district. The devel-
opment would entail demolishing a contrib-
uting structure to the district, the David 
Baldwin house (c.1835). In addition, they 
claim, there are unmarked colonial burials 
reportedly on the property, which adjoins 
the Milford Cemetery. If human remains 
were found, construction would stop, but 
only long enough to remove them. An 
alternative to demolishing the historic house 
would be to incorporate it into the apart-
ment development, as another developer did 
on Prospect Street several years ago with the 
support of the Connecticut Trust and the 
Milford Preservation Trust. Prospect Street 
lies outside Milford’s local historic district. 
Lacking that protection, and with zoning 
that allows high-density development 
encourages demolition of historic resources, 
other properties could face similar threats in 
the future. 

Simsbury.   
The Connecticut Trust is helping town 
officials explore alternatives to the demoli-
tion of part of a former tobacco farm 
camp. Tobacco agriculture has been an 
important part of the local landscape since 
at least 1906, when Cullman Brothers, 
Inc. (later Culbro Corp.) acquired land 
in Simsbury. The company became one 
of the largest growers of tobacco wrapper 
leaf in the state, and owned four farms in 
town, each with enclaves of buildings for 
workers, often seasonal African-American 
hires recruited from southern colleges. Most 
notably, Martin Luther King, Jr. worked for 
Cullman Brothers in Simsbury in 1944 and 
1947, while a college student. The property, 
which contains three buildings (superin-
tendent’s house, dormitory, and barn), is 
one of the few intact camps to survive, and 
has been identified as a significant cultural 
resource in the town’s Historic Resource 
Inventory as well as an important Historic 
Place in the Town’s Plan of Conservation 
and Development.

Connecticut Trust Circuit Rider

Please remember the  
Connecticut Trust in your  

will or estate plan.  
We are incredibly grateful  

for the visionary donors  
who have given to us.

News from Around the State
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The Hodges Square historic district 
lies north of downtown New London. 
Like Orange Street, it represents urban 
expansion—in the case of New London, an 
economic shift from maritime pursuits to 
manufacturing such as the silk mills where 
many neighborhood residents worked. 
Transportation played a role as well: 
employees of the Central Vermont Railroad, 
which had its roundhouse and service facili-
ties just outside the neighborhood, were 
among the people who moved to it. 

Although the district is primarily resi-
dential, it has a small cluster of shops at 
Hodges Square itself, named for a resident 
who joined the Coast Guard and died in a 
shipwreck in 1927. Another neighborhood 
amenity is Riverside Park, established by 
1898 overlooking the Thames River and 
expanded in 1908. 

As with Orange Street, the building 
stock of Hodges Square consists primarily of 
modest houses for the working class. Many 
accommodate several families—some built 
that way, some converted from single-family 
occupancy. The wood-framed buildings 
differ in form and ornament but they create 
a regular streetscape through similar scale 
and regular setbacks on their small lots. 

National Register designation is intended 
to reinforce ongoing neighborhood revi-

Hodges Square historic district, New London

Greg Clifford and Laura Welles

Greg Clifford and Laura Welles

Westbrook town center

Clark House,  
Orange, Connecticut
$1,435,400
A genuine treasure designed in 1951 by the 
legendary Marcel Breuer, one of the “Harvard 
Five” architects. Breuer’s use of contrasting 
materials, textures, and light are seen in this 
house with its ceilings of wood, walls of glass 
and stone, and open patios. The five-bedroom 
Bi-Level contemporary has over 4000 square 
feet on 5.6 acres with a long drive and  
peaceful views. 
For more information,  
call Emily Gordon (203) 227-8424 

New Listings on the National Register of Historic Places
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talization efforts, including cleanup of 
Riverside Park and enhancements to the 
area as a gateway to the Coast Guard 
Academy and Connecticut College. 

Unlike the primarily residential 
urban neighborhoods of Orange Street 
and Hodges Square, Westbrook Center 
encompasses all the functions of a small-
town center: civic, commercial, institu-
tional, religious, and residential. Settled 
in the 17th century as a part of Saybrook, 

Westbrook became an independent town  
in 1840. A harbor with shipping, fishing, 
and shipbuilding provided much of the 
town’s economic base, although it lies 
outside the nominated district. The village 
also served nearby farmers, and in the 
19th century, like many shoreline towns, 
it attracted vacationers. Another burst 
of growth followed the opening of the 
Connecticut Turnpike in 1958, bringing 
Westbrook within easier commuting  

distance of New Haven and New 
London. 

With its longer period of development 
and wider range of uses, Westbrook’s 
built environment is more varied than 
those of Orange Street or Hodges Square. 
Stylistic variation follows the town’s ups 
and downs, and the layout of the district 
is irregular, reflecting its origins outside 
the more carefully laid-out central  
settlement.  

PRODUCING CUSTOM MILLWORK FOR 
CONNECTICUT CONTRACTORS AND  

HOMEOWNERS FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS 

SPECIALIZING IN PERIOD WOODWORK 
WINDOWS • DOORS • ENTRANCES 

MOLDINGS • BALUSTRADES 
PANELING • TURNING • CARVING

222 QUARRY HILL ROAD
HADDAM NECK

EAST HAMPTON, CT 06424
PHONE: 860 267-4693

FAX: 860 267-1611

WWW.JOHNSONMILLWORK.COM
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West House (c.1750-1775) 
4 Middle Haddam Road,East Hampton

This single-family Cape Cod features the gable over-
hangs and trio of small attic windows that are charac-
teristic of many Connecticut houses. Well preserved 
over the years, it retains much original fabric, including 
framing timbers, millwork, 2 fireplaces, and flooring. 
The 6-room dwelling contains 2 bedrooms and 1 full 
bath. Kitchen, bath and mechanicals require upgrading, 
but the roof, chimney and exterior sheathing are in 
sound condition. Situated on a half- acre corner lot 
with a striking stone wall and modest plantings, the 
property also contains a barn that is used as a single-
stall garage and workshop. The house is located at the 
intersection of Haddam Neck and Moodus roads, in a 
peaceful area that has largely escaped modern develop-
ment and near two state parks. 

Available for purchase from the Connecticut Trust 
with preservation easements. Rehabilitation of the 
property may qualify for historic tax credits and loans.
Contact: Greg Farmer, Connecticut Circuit Rider and 
Director, Connecticut Trust Revolving Loan Fund,  
(203) 562-6312, gfarmer@cttrust.org. 

Materials available for salvage: 
Barn siding and framing from two 
20th-century tobacco sheds
The American Honda Motor Company has donated two historic 
tobacco sheds and the money to remove them to the Connecticut 
Trust for Historic Preservation. The tobacco sheds were located on 
the site of Honda’s parts center Windsor Locks, part of the well-
known array of tobacco sheds seen by travelers approaching Bradley 
International Airport. Developed in the 19th century as 
tobacco-growing flourished in the Connecticut Valley, the 
New England tobacco shed is a distinctive building type, 
different from tobacco barns in other parts of the United 
States. The long, narrow sheds, with hinged panels that 
allow farmers to control ventilation, are a unique element 
of the Connecticut landscape. The Honda tobacco sheds 
are listed on the Connecticut State Register of Historic 
Places. Working with Connecticut Trust Circuit Rider 
Gregory Farmer, the American Honda Company acknowl-
edged the importance of these structures and pursued 
repurposing the structures over standard demolition. The 
Connecticut Trust is working collaboratively with Urban 
Miners, a deconstruction, salvage, and reclaimed goods 
company out of New Haven, Connecticut. The sheds have 

been carefully dismantled and sale of the materials will support 
preservation work throughout the state. 
Contact: Greg Farmer, Connecticut Circuit Rider and Director, 
Connecticut Trust Revolving Loan Fund, (203) 562-6312,  
gfarmer@cttrust.org.  
https://squareup.com/market/urban-miners-llc/item/barn-board

ConneCtiCut Preservation news, January/February 201816
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Deadline for the next issue is February 23, 2018.

Historic Properties Exchange is published to advertise endangered properties in 
Connecticut by the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, a statewide nonprofit 
organization located at 940 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, Connecticut 06517. Real estate 
advertised in this publication is subject to the Federal Housing Act of 1968. 

Neither advertisers nor the Connecticut Trust are responsible or liable for any misinfor-
mation, misprints, or typographical errors contained in Historic Properties Exchange.  
To list a property, learn about properties listed or to subscribe, contact Jane Montanaro, 
Director of Preservation Services, at jmontanaro@cttrust.org or call 203-562-6312.
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116 Bank Street (c.1788)
John Deshon Building (c. 1828)  
130 Bank Street
New London

Being offered together, 116 and 130 Bank 
Street are available for purchase and redevelop-
ment. Both buildings are located within the 
Downtown New London National Register 
Historic District on Bank Street.  

Description from the nomination form: 
Most of the buildings on Bank Street 

are three and four stories high. On both 
sides of the street the facades are contin-
uous, except for cross streets, alleys, and 
occasional empty lots. The overall unifor-
mity of the buildings’ height and mass are 
a striking visual element in these three 
Bank Street blocks. The roadway is wide 
enough for one lane of automobile traffic 
in each direction, plus parallel parking at 

each curb. The streetscape is characterized 
by pedestrian traffic along the sidewalks. 
At street level, most of the buildings are 
occupied by stores, restaurants, and other 
service establishments. During busy times 
of day, a sense of activity prevails. A variety 
of architectural styles is represented along 
Bank Street.

Rehabilitation of these properties may 
be eligible for historic tax credits and 
grants.  Feasibility studies of possible 
rehab scenarios are available from the 
Connecticut Trust.
https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/ct/
new-london/116-bank-street/pid_20156829/

https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/ct/
new-london/130-bank-street/pid_20156325/

Contact:  Jane Montanaro, Connecticut 
Trust for Historic Preservation, at  
203-562-6312 or jmontanaro@cttrust.org.
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Preservation 
Circle

■ Chairman’s Circle  $ 1,000
■ Preservation Patron  $ 500
■ Circuit Rider Sponsor  $ 250
■ Heritage Partner  $ 100

Basic 
Membership

■ Business  $ 100
■ Non-profit/Municipal  $ 75
■ Family  $ 50
■ Individual  $ 40

You can join the Connecticut 
Trust online too, at 

www.cttrust.org

Join the ConneCtiCut trust!
Name  ■ Mr.  ■ Mrs.  ■ Ms.  ■ Miss  _________________________________________________________________________

Street ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City  _____________________________________________ State __________ Zip ____________________________________

Telephone (____________) _________________________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Employer (for matching gift program) _________________________________________________________________________

■ Check enclosed (payable to “Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation”)     Charge my:  ■ Mastercard   ■ Visa   ■ American Express

Card Number ______________________________________________________________________Exp. Date ______/________   

Signature  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to:  940 Whitney Avenue,  Hamden, CT  06517-4002      Telephone: (203) 562-6312     All contributions are tax deductible.

Preserving and Celebrating African American Historical Places, cont’d from page 5

   Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation
   Revolving Loan Fund 

Short-term loan financing to transform underutilized historic buildings, 
support economic development, and preserve community character.

Types of Loans
• Construction Loans
• Pre-Construction Loans
• Pre-Purchase Loans

Guidelines and Qualifications
www.cttust.org
For more information
Gregory Farmer  (203) 464-7380    
RLF@cttrust.org

task of identifying the places, the stories, the 
architects and entrepreneurs whose stories 
are most important (for a few examples, see 
page 20). 

 However, Mr. Leggs did recognize the 
importance of Dixwell Congregational 
Church, where the event was held. Founded 
in 1820, Dixwell Congregational is the 
oldest African American United Church of 
Christ congregation in the country. It has 
a long history of community activism and 
leadership. The church’s present building 
was constructed during urban renewal to 
designs by the prominent modernist archi-
tect John Johansen of New Canaan.  
A National Register nomination for the 
church is currently being prepared.  

Brent Leggs’ talk is available on 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=qJnBBNVd8IA 

Founders’ Library, Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

Library of Congress, Historic American Buildings Survey
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Activisn, Achievement, Architecture, cont’d from page 20

reached its height just prior to the Civil 
War. Like many communities at that time, 
“Little Liberia” began around the formation 
of a church, which stands nearby as Walters 
Memorial A.M.E. Zion. Mary (1815-1883) 
and Eliza (1805-1863) Freeman were two 
African American women of prominence 
who purchased these properties in 1848 
to utilize as rentals while they lived and 
worked in New York City. The sisters later 
moved to Bridgeport and owned several 
other rental properties in the community. 
During their lifetimes, the Freeman sisters 
overcame significant obstacles as women 
and as African Americans in 19th-century 
society.

Architecture:
Walter Bunce house, Manchester.
While there are many structures in the 
South that are attributed to the craftsman-
ship of African Americans, few such build-
ings exist in New England. One example, 
however, is the Walter Bunce House, 
constructed by Alpheus Quicy. Quicy, who 

William Bunce house, Manchester

C. Wigren

died in 1875, dealt in real estate in south-
eastern Connecticut along with his father 
and brother. As a stone mason, he built 
several fieldstone houses for prominent citi-
zens and numerous dams in Manchester. 
The Bunce house is the only structure 
known to have been constructed by Quicy 
that still stands today. It is privately owned 
and not open to the public. 

To learn more: 
Connecticut Freedom Trail: www.ctfreedomtrail.org

African American heritage trails in two cities 
Hartford: https://hartfordheritagetrail.org/
New Haven, Dixwell neighborhood: 
http://walknewhaven.org/
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One way to learn about places important in the history of 
            African Americans in Connecticut is through the 
Connecticut Freedom Trail, a listing of sites that embody the 
struggles and accomplishments of the state’s African American 
community. Begun by the Connecticut State Historic Preservation 
Office in 1996, the Freedom Trail now includes more than 130 
places. A few samples are given below, with descriptions (slightly 
edited) from the Freedom Trail website. 

Activism:
George Jeffrey house, Meriden.
George Jeffrey (1830-1906) was a leading activist on the state and 
national level for civil, economic and political rights and equality 
for African Americans. He was president from 1878 to 1886 of The 
Lincoln Colored People’s Association of Meriden, which honored 
Abraham Lincoln and worked to advance civil rights and equality 
of opportunity for African Americans. His single greatest achieve-
ment was spearheading the campaign that led to the Connecticut 
General Assembly in 1887 passing into law “An Act to Prevent 
Discrimination by Life Insurance Companies Against Persons of 
Color.” In 1880, Jeffrey was nominated by fellow black Connecticut 
leaders as a representative to the Republican National Convention 
in Chicago, where he criticized the party’s failure to protect black 
voters in the South. His home is privately owned and not open to 
the public.

Achievement: 
Mary and Eliza Freeman houses, Bridgeport. 
These houses are the last structures to survive of “Little Liberia,” a 
settlement of black freedmen in this area that began in 1831 and 

Activism, Achievement, Architecture

Preserving and Celebrating 
African American Historic 
Places in Connecticut

continued on page 19

C. Wigren

George Jeffrey house, Meriden
David Berg

Marian Anderson studio, Danbury
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